CARDWELL GOLF CLUB
NEWSLETTER 2022 Issue 2
OUR LOSS…..TIN CAN BAY’S GAIN!
After many years of trying to sell up and be closer to
family, Brian and Maria Wishart have finally made the
move to Tin Can Bay….a lovely spot in the Wide Bay
district.
Originally from Sorrento on the Mornington Peninsula, Vic
– Brian owned and operated a plumbing business in
Canterbury for many years before selling up and moving
back to Sorrento where they built a house. Brian
however, got itchy feet again and after loving Port
Douglas on a recent holiday, they relocated to 5 acres on
Cooya Beach. Here Brian re-established his plumbing
Business and he also owned a pro boat and a fleet of dories in the coral trout export
industry, operated by his sons. The boys did the hands on fishing, while Brian managed
the supplies and business aspect.
It was here he was a member of the Mossman Golf Club for 26 years, including 5 years
as VP and 2 years as President. During this time, Brian helped achieve the extension of
the golf course to 18 holes, by incorporating 5 holes in the rainforest – a feat of which
he is understandably very proud…..but itchy feet took over again and they moved to
Cardwell to retire.
He and Maria had been in Cardwell about 3 months when he came to our AGM….and
was made President!! With his experience in Mossman, Brian brought a lot of
knowledge and talent to the Club and after Cyclone Larry, he successfully applied for a
$20,000 grant to help the golf course recovery.
After Cyclone Yasi, which did even more extensive damage to
the course, Brian worked tirelessly with other volunteers to
restore the grounds. He became our Greenkeeper liaison
between Ian Earp and the golf club. His friendship with Ian and
the mutual respect they had, plus his close working relationship
with Cardwell Reconstruction Company through Johnny Guyatt
ensured the course was in good strong hands – eventually becoming the Hidden Jewel
of the North, as John always said it was.
The club owes a debt of gratitude to Brian for his contribution in all aspects of the Club
and course. But it’s his easy smile and good sense of humour that we will also miss.
We hope Brian and Maria enjoy their new surrounds and make many new friendships.
Before Brian left, he dropped round a few golf books for Keith……..and a book for me:
Feng Shui for Harmonious Living!!
What are you trying to say Brian?????

I know there’s been a lot of talk in recent weeks
about the kind of man Shane Warne was, and whether
you loved him or hated him, you have to agree he was
quite a character.
One story I thought I’d share was when Warnie was
asked “What was Kevin Petersen like?”
Warnie laughed and said KP had approached him early
in their careers, to ask him what it was like to play in an
Ashes tournament…..he had heard all sorts of stories
about rivalry, shenanigans and the intensity….so what
was it really like?
Shane replied: Let’s talk about it on the golf course!
So they were all square after 9 holes and on the 10th Warnie found himself standing over
a ball wedged next to a tree.
“Hey KP….can I get a free drop from here?”
“No mate…you have to hit it as it is”
“But it’s right next to the tree….why can’t I take a free drop?”
“Because you can’t! That’s the rules”
Warnie spread his feet either side and tried a few practice swings then said:
“Mate, I can’t get a swing….are you sure….absolutely sure I can’t get a drop!”
“No”, yelled KP “Definitely no drop”
“Good”, said Warnie “Cause this is your ball!”
………..and when he stopped laughing, he said ”and THAT KP is what the Ashes are like!”
….and out of interest, Shane Warne was playing off an 8 hcp prior to his death.

ASH BARTY HAS RETIRED
FROM TENNIS??
Her last known official
Handicap was 4
She’s the Women’s Champion at
Brookwater Golf Club
As featured in a previous newsletter,
her family are all golfers; her fiancé
is a golf pro’ she’s been playing since
she was a kid…..
…….watch this space!

IT’S MONTHLY MEDAL TIME AGAIN!

Saturday 2nd APRIL
Make sure you register on timesheets.
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Ron Ash
Christine Taylor & Sneza Lazarus
Craig Moore Memorial
Terry Moss
Otis Reading
Keith Hoare
Jonno Dean
Col Woods
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Rod Rackley
VACANT
Craig Moore Memorial
Christine Taylor
Denise Walton
Marina Hoare
Jackie Olditch
Mandy Carucci
Greg Smith & Aust Post

Red
Black
Red
Red
Black
Black

MONTHLY MEDAL WINNERS AND SPONSORS
MONTH
February:

WINNERS
Ash White &
Denise Walton

SPONSORS
Reg Wright & Sneza Lazarus
(Memorial)

March:

Phil Pentecost
& Jackie Olditch

Hugh Henry & Angie Dearlove

Is anyone willing to sponsor the May Ladies Monthly Medal?
It’s the only vacancy left on the Board.
For those who don’t know, all that’s required is a 1st and 2nd Ladies prize,
plus a small prize for the Putting award.

MENS PENNANTS 2022

3 APRIL
EL ARISH
FOURSOMES
RD

24TH APRIL
TULLY
FOUR BALL

22ND MAY
CARDWELL
SINGLES

VOLUNTEERS NEED FOR CARDWELL OPEN
14-15 MAY
Marina is putting together a roster for the two days and needs help in
Spotting around the gullies of Holes 3, 6, 7 & 8; Out of Bounds Indication
and Raffle Ticket selling.
It’s an all day – two day event, but if you can only spare a few hours,
that’s ok.
If you can help, call or text Marina on 0418 772 761
Ian
Ingram
great
of retouching
and
Ian(Inky)
(Inky ) Ingram
has has
againdone
done a agreat
job injob
maintaining
the Goodwin
Ave signs andthe
othersGoodwin
arpund the Avenue
course….plus
the
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and others
around the

course…..and also recoating the wooden slab bar areas
around the edge of the Bunker!
Thanks Ian….it’s very much appreciated!
And a big thank you to the volunteer members who help Jack on the
course and also looking after the Bunker and garden area:
Alan Chellingworth, Kev Brown, Kev Martin, Ken English, Jonno Dean, Lou
Virt and Jackie…Just to let you know, we see what you do and we
appreciate your effort and commitment.

Husband and wife were playing in the club’s mixed foursomes. She hit a
great drive down the middle – he sliced the second shot into a copse of
trees. Unfazed she played a brilliant recovery shot, which went onto the
green a foot from the pin. He poked at the putt and sent it ten feet beyond
the pin. She lined up the long putt and sank it. To her husband, she said,
“We’ll have to do better. That was a bogey five.”
“Don’t blame me,” he snapped, “I only took two of them.”

FEBRUARY MONTHLY MEDAL
The course was lush, water logged and no preferred lies - making it an interesting
challenge for all! 5 ladies vied for the Ladies Monthly Medal, generously sponsored by
Sneza Lazarus with Denise Walton winning with an 81 nett. Runner up was Christine
Taylor with 83 nett. Sneza won the Ladies Putting Comp with 29 putts over 18 holes, but
as she was Sponsor, she gave her prize to 2nd place putter, Mandy Carucci.

The Reg Wright Memorial Medal (donated by all his golfing mates) was won by Ash
White with an impressive 67 nett. And Ash said he was honoured to win, as his mother
and Reg were good friends.
2nd place was Peter Radmilovich on 73, and Rod Rackley 3rd with 74.
Rundown: Greg Smith (75), Jonno Dean (77) and Phil Pentecost (78) on a count back.
NTPs: ￼3/12 and 4/13 Paul Harry, 6/15 Tony Sorohan, 7/16 Phil Pentecost.
All pins this week donated by Port Hinchinbrook Marine.

MARCH MONTHLY MEDAL
Generously sponsored by Hugh Henry and Angela Dearlove this month.
6 ladies contested the Medal on the Red Tees, with Jackie Olditch taking honours with 76
nett. 2nd was Christine Taylor with 79 nett. Christine also took out the Putting prize with
28 putts.
18 men contested the Medal on White Tees.
Winner was Phil Pentecost with 71 nett.
Rod Rackley came 2nd on 74 nett and Greg Dearlove
3rd with 75 on a count back to Andrew Herbertson.
Rundown: Herbo (75), Paul Harry, Ian Burchell and
Jonno Dean all on 76 nett.
NTPs
3/12 Christine Taylor
4/13 Terry Moss
7/16 Rod Rackley
8/17 Mandy Carucci
9/18 Rod Rackley
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Akureyri Golf Club in Iceland is the world’s most northerly golf course ………
and run by the New Zealand Antarctic Program, Scott Base Country Club is the world’s most southerly golf course.

HEAVEN ON A FORK
(Cardwell Country Club’s new chef, Ruth)
FOOD TO GO FOR HUNGRY GOLFERS on SATURDAY
Toasted Club Sandwiches
Chicken, cheese, avocado, garlic aioli
Ham, cheese, tomato
Tuna, Spanish onion, cheese, tomato
$6.00
Texas Muffin Pan Pies
Bacon and egg w/tomato and a hint of curry
$5.50
There are booking sheets in the Bunker – just put your name and order down, with
approx. time you’ll pick up.
Two guys grow up together, but after college one moves to Georgia and the other to Texas . They agree to
meet every ten years in Florida to play golf and catch up with each other.
At age 32 they meet, finish their round of golf and head for lunch.
“Where you wanna go?”
“Hooters.”
“Why Hooters?”
“They have those servers with the big boobs, the tight shorts and the gorgeous legs.”
“You’re on.”
At age 42, they meet and play golf again “Where you wanna go for lunch?”
“Hooters.”
“Again? Why?”
“They have cold beer, big screen TVs, and side action on the games.”
“OK.”
At age 52 they meet and play again. “So where you wanna go for lunch?”
“Hooters.
“Why?”
“The food is pretty good and there’s plenty of parking.”
“OK.”
At age 62 they meet again.
After a round of golf, one says, “Where you wanna go?”
“Hooters.”
“Why?”
“Wings are half price and the food isn’t too spicy.”
“Good choice”
At age 72 they meet again.
Once again, after a round of golf, one says, “Where shall we go for lunch?”
“Hooters.”
“Why?”
“They have six handicapped parking spaces right by the door and they have senior discounts.”
“Great choice.”
At age 82 they meet and play again. “Where should we go for lunch?”
“Hooters.”
“Why?”
“Because we’ve never been there before.”
“Okay, let’s give it a try.”


Ashwin from Cardwell IGA has come aboard as a
Bronze Sponsor this year.
As another Community Sponsor, his generous $600
contribution will go a long way to making our events
bigger and better.
Thank you Cardwell IGA

MARCH COMMUNITY AMBROSE
Brought to you by various local business
What rain?? Who said it would be a wet day??
It drizzled a little bit in the first half hour, then it was a clear day….right up until the last
hole, then the heavens opened!! But it was still a great day!
Thanks to all our wonderful sponsors; Ruth at the CCC Kitchen for the lunch; Chris and
Christine Taylor for organising….and a special thank you to everyone who turned up!
Winning Team:
2nd Team:
3rd Team:

NFI - Paul Harry, Jonno Dean, Peter Radmilovich, Terry Moss
JOKKKs – Jackie Olditch, Ken English, Kathleen Brown, Kev Brown
GO GETTERS – Leanne White, Mick Hall, Kym Gray, Les Fry

1

2

3

Longest Drive Men’s Low Handicapper: Jonno Dean
Longest Drive Men’s High Handicapper: Brent Dorries
Longest Drive Lady’s Low Handicapper: Christine Taylor
Longest Drive Lady’s High Handicapper: Kym Gray

NAGA: Barry & Maryanne Hare, Alan & Allison Chellingworth
Encouragement: Oscar Phelps
We couldn’t have these days without the
generous support of vouchers and gift
donations from our sponsors.
Cardwell Golf Club
Seafarms
Ob La Di Fashion
Lou’s Emporium
Seabreeze Café
JK’s Deli
IGA Tully
“Watch my ball”

What’s Been Happening?
WEEK ENDING 5/2/22
Thursday Ladies: 6 ladies played on a hot, humid day as the official new
competition year began.
Sneza Lazarus won with 32pts and Christine Taylor 2nd with 29pts. Christine
also took both the NTP and Approach shots (show off )
Sporters: 25 golfers played the Sporters Front 9 + 10, 11, 13 & 14.
Clint Isaac took the Top Spot with 30pts and Peter Topen came 2nd on a count
back with Alan Power 3rd.
Rundown - Greg Smith (28), Ian Ingram (26), Burt Burchell and Herbo (25)
NTPs: 4/13 Inky, 5/14 and 7 Clint.
Saturday 5/2/22 MONTHLY MEDAL – SEE PICTURES PREVIOUS PAGES


Week ending 12.2.22
Thursdays Ladies 10/2/22: 6 ladies played and the scores reflected what a tough day it was
on the course! All I can say is thank god for Hole 19!
Winner on the day was Kass Marshall with 23pts followed by Sneza Lazarus (23) on a count
back. Sneza also took out the NTP, while June won the hotly contested Approach shot!
Sporters played the Back 9, + 6,7,8,9.
21 players took to the course. Col Woods won on the day with 24pts; Len White (23) was
2nd on a count back from Phil Wyatt (23). Rundown David Lee (22), Ron Ash (22)
NTPs: 7/16 Don Peachey; 8/17 Kass Marshall; 9/18 Sneza Lazarus.
Saturday 12.2.22
Stableford was played by 27 golfers with quite a variety of scores to reflect the conditions.
Winner on the day was Jonno Dean (38), followed by NEW FATHER
Clint Isaac
(congrats!) 36 and Rod Rackley 3rd with 34 on a count back to Phil Pentecost - who then
led the rundown with Terry Moss (33) and Kevin Brown (33).
NTPs sponsored this week by Milinis Panel and Paint:
3/12 Jonno Dean; 6/15 Rod Rackley; 7/16 Kyle Bowman; 9/18 Keith Hoare.



Week ending 19/2/22
Thursday 17th: Four ladies stood in the Bunker staring at the rain! Four ladies watched with
a glimmer of hope, as it started to ease off, but four ladies also looked at how sodden the
course was! After conferring with the lovely Phil Pentecost who comes early every
Thursday to set out the Pins, the four ladies decided to abandon all ideas of an 18 hole GA
Comp and play the Sporters layout of 12 holes instead!
Avoiding the wettest fairways, Phil decided on two rounds of Holes 1, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 = 12
holes……and due to a heavy downpour mid afternoon, some of the men abandoned even
that attempt! 20 golfers played with Chris Taylor leading the way on 24pts, followed by
Dave Hoare on 22pts. Rundown: Peter Topen, Ian Ingram and Ian Burchell all on 22.
NTPs sponsored by Port Hinchinbrook Marine:
5/14 Peter; 7/16 Phil P; 8/17 Inky
Sat 19th: Players enjoyed a Cardwell Golf Club sponsored 4BBB. 31 golfers made up 16
teams on a hot, but clear day with perfect conditions.
Winning team was Kev Martin and Terry Moss on 42pts.
Second: Ron Ash and Hugh Henry on 41pts.
Rundown: Rod Rackley and Kevin Toombs; Ian Ingram and Clint Isaac - both teams on
40pts.
NTPs, sponsored by Port Hinchinbrook Marine:
3/12 Mandy Carucci
4/13 Kevin Brown 7/16 Phil Pentecost
8/17 Greg Smith


Week ending 26/2/22
Thursday 24th Ladies Golf…..a vey hot day….too hot! But 7 intrepid ladies played 18 holes regardless.
Winner was Sneza Lazarus with 29pts followed by Christine Taylor with 28pts….on a count back to Kass
Marshall, who really didn’t mind, as she picked up both ladies pins on 3/12 and 4/13.
Sporters had 22 golfers playing the Back 9, plus 6,7,8&9
Winner: Kevin Brown with 24pts on a count back to 2nd: Col Woods on 24pts, and Dave Lee 3rd on
23pts.
Rundown: Chris Taylor and Lou Virt on 23pts and Geoff Reading with 21pts.
NTPs sponsored by Milini’s Panel and Paint:
Kev Brown 7/16 and Geoff Reading 8/17
Saturday Stableford 26th:
30 golfers played in continued hot conditions.
Winner: Keith Hoare with 37pts
2nd: Peter Radmilovich with 36pts
3rd: Ron Ash with 35pts.
Rundown: Phil Pentecost on 34 with Peter Topen and Greg Dearlove both on 33pts.
NTPs: sponsored by Milini’s
2/11 Phil Pentecost 3/12 Phil Wyatt
7/16 Greg Dearlove 8/17 Terry Moss
The coldest annual golf tournament is hosted at the Toonik Tyme Festival in
the Northern Canadian territory. The Nunavut’s have a 9 hole tournament on
a sheet of ice using fluorescent balls to reduce the risk of losing them in the
snow.

Week ending 5/3/22
Ladies Thursday comp: 7 ladies played a Stroke event in conditions that can only be
described as “this is getting ridiculous” due to the heat. Nevertheless, Kass Marshall
played a great game with 71 nett. Second was Sneza Lazarus with 77 nett.
NTPs: Sneza on 5/14 and a lovely approach shot by Sue Tanner which was beaten by an
even lovelier approach shot by Sue Tanner!
Sporters played the Front 9 + 10, 11, 13 & 14.
23 players took part. Winner was Phil Wyatt with 27 pts followed by Kass Marshall on 25
pts on a count back to Len White, 3rd.
Rundown: Chris Taylor, Dave Hoare and Dave Lee all in 23 pts.
NTPs, sponsored this week by Port Hinchinbrook Marine
4/13 Phil Pentecost
5/14 Jonno Dean
MARCH MONTHLY MEDAL: SEE PICTURES PREVIOUS PAGES


Week ending 12.3.22
The course must be playing well as we’ve had lots of birdies and an eagle this week!
Ladies 18 hole Stableford was played by 6 ladies in pleasant conditions, even though the
scores are still small. Two teams of three went out, with Kass Marshall winning with
28pts and Jackie Olditch coming 2nd with 25pts.
NTP saw Kass take the winning shot and the Approach was also taken by Jackie.
Sporters of the Back Nine plus 6, 7, 8 and 9 saw 19 players take to the round.
Ian Ingram took winning honours with 26pts. 2nd was Ian Burchell with 24 pts.
Rundown: Allan Cullington with 23, Phil Pentecost 22, Geoff Reading 21
NTPs, sponsored by Milini’s was 7/16 Kev Brown and 8/17 Ian Ingram.
Saturday 12th March….18 hole Stableford with a field of 23 players. Conditions were
fine and clear.
1st was Kevin Martin on 38pts, 2nd Hugh Henry on 37pts
3rd Terry Moss on 36pts
Rundowns went to: Jonno Dean 36 on a count back to Mossy, Peter Radmilovich 35
Christine Taylor 34…..go the ladies!
NTPs sponsored by Milini’s
3/12 Ian Ingram 7/16 Terry Moss 8/17 Paul Harry
4/13 Jonno Dean, who achieved with an EAGLE!
Well done Jonno!

Richard Nixon was never much of a golfer.
He played a little when he was vice president mostly because Eisenhower was so
passionate about the game. Once during his own presidency while at Camp
David, he ran into Henry Kissinger. ” I scored 126,” he said “That’s very good,
your golf is certainly improving,” said Kissinger. “I was bowling, Henry,”
Nixon replied.

Week ending 19.3.22
It’s starting to get a bit cooler out there, so we’re hoping the ladies numbers will increase
soon…..although in saying that, we will miss two of our main ladies for a few weeks, as
Christine and Sneza make long overdue visits to family interstate.
But on Thursday, they were both there with June and Kitty as a foursome. Sneza won the
day with 23 pts with Christine 2nd on 22pts.
NTP on 6/15 was Sneza, with June once again taking the lovely Approach on 5/14.
20 Sporters played the Front Nine plus 10, 11, 13 and 14
1st was Greg Smith with 28pts 2nd Peter Topen 26pts 3rd Phil Pentecost 25pts
Rundown: Keith Hoare 24pts, Jonno Dean and Ian Burchell both on 23pts.
NTPs sponsored this month by Port Hinchinbrook Marine
4/13 Sneza
5/14 Phil Pentecost
7 Keith Hoare
Saturday 19th March was another Stableford and 33 players took to the course!
A great roll up!
There’s lots of water on the course and it was easy for some…….a nightmare for others!
1st place honours went to Jonno Dean with 38pts
2nd Clint Isaac 35 on a count back to 3rd Terry Moss 35.
Rundown:
Tony Sorohan 35, Rod Rackley 34, Peter Topen 34, Kenleigh Mather (visitor) 34
NTPs sponsored by Port Hinchinbrook Marine:
3/12 Ron Ash
4/13 Kenleigh Mather 7/16 Rod Rackley 8/27 Angela Dearlove
But a few notable achievements on the day:
Ron Ash with his NTP on 3/12 took off the JACKPOT of $500
$…….fantastic Ron
…and Keith Hoare’s chip in birdie on 15 from 70+ metres


Week ending 26.3.22
6 ladies played in the regular Thursdays Ladies 18 Hole competition. It was nice to see Bev
Cowe return now the weather is cooler and we also welcomed new member Coleen
Mikkelsen. We hope she enjoys many years with the Club.
Two groups played, and although the course is lovely, scores are still low! Winner was
Sneza Lazarus with 29pts and Kitty Langford came 2nd with 23pts! Well done!
NTP on 7/16 was taken by Sneza, while Marina took the Approach on 6/15.
Sporters on the Back 9, plus 6, 7, 8, 9 saw 19 players on the course.
Kevin Brown took 1st place honours with 27pts, 2nd was Terry Moss with 25pts.
Rundown: Ian Ingram 24; Geoff Reading 23 and Jackie Olditch 21.
NTPs sponsored by Milini’s:
7/16 Sneza, 8/17 Jonno, 9/18 Sneza.
Saturday 26th was a Par event and again, surprisingly low scores from the 21 players.
1st was Andrew Green on +2; 2nd was Jackie Olditch on +1 on a count back to Ian Ingram,
3rd. Rundown: Kev Martin and Greg Smith, both on -1 and Len White on -2
NTPs sponsored by Milini’s Panel and Paint
3/12 Mandy Carucci
5/14 Keith Hoare 7/16 Ron Ash
8/17 Mandy Carucci.



Are you asleep?

Yes….
So shut
up!

If you sleep less than 6 hrs a
night you’re at a higher risk
to die prematurely.

…and the
Jackpot Kitty of
$500
was won by
Ron Ash!

Groove the correct sequence for better ball-striking.
How you strike the ball is dependent entirely on posture and the sequencing of the golf
swing, and there is one drill in particular that ingrains the correct movements.
Starting with great posture that allows your dynamics to move correctly, load your swing to
the top and stop. From that point, feel like you’re driving your lead side – knees, hips and
shoulders – back and then allow the arms to follow the rotation and hold on all the way
through to about the 3 o’clock position.
Done at 50 per cent speed, that one drill covers downswing, impact and follow-through and
can be done either hitting balls or without.
If you allow the hands to lead the downswing, the body can never recover in time to create
the ideal position at impact. It’s just like throwing a rock. You shift, you rotate and then you
throw. You don’t throw first.
Lead with the shift and the arms will follow.

Jason at jason@jasonlawsgolf.com

FOR ANZAC DAY – A HERO ON AND OFF THE COURSE
(a bit of light, but long reading – but well worth it)
A small boat landed at Gallipoli at noon on November 13, 1915.
On board was Lord Kitchener, the British Army’s Commander-inChief. Army records suggest that Private Clyde Pearce of the 10th
Light Horse Regiment also landed at Gallipoli on this day. He may
have witnessed Kitchener’s arrival and may even have seen some
irony in his low-key landing compared to the hero’s welcome the
Field Marshal received.
Pearce had once been a celebrity himself, in sporting circles at least,
back in the days when he was the best golfer in Australia. He knew
what it was like to be cheered by a crowd; it was just seven years since he became the first
native-born Australian Open champion. That mattered for nothing now.
Kitchener stayed for just a couple of hours…Pearce was there for a month. He missed the
worst of the ghastly clashes that had cost so many lives, but he still froze through some of
the worst of the Gallipoli winter and survived “heavy bombing and machinegun fire …
Turkish attacks … Heavy shelling … Continuous bombardment …’
The evacuation became one of the most notable triumphs of the entire campaign. Not a
man was lost. Pearce and his comrades left Gallipoli on December 16.
His war had just begun.
Pearce was the second son of Edward and Emmeline Pearce, stalwarts of Hobart’s golfing
community. He first came to sporting prominence in 1903, aged 15, playing off scratch in
interclub golf matches and finishing 19th at the Australian Amateur Championship.
He had what was described as a “very orthodox style.”
Wiry, strong and athletic, Pearce was fortunate as a boy to receive individual tuition from
two Scottish professionals, James Hunter and Edgar Martin, who worked at the fledgling
Hobart Golf Club in the early years of the 20th century.
From 1904 to 1910, his name was prominent at Australia’s major golf carnival, which
featured the Open and the Amateur Championship. He reached four straight Amateur
finals between 1906 and 1909, and claimed the Open/Amateur double in 1908.
Galleries were amazed at how far and straight Pearce — a man of medium height could
send the ball with seemingly little effort.
According to a local journalist “There is no ‘hit’ in any sense of that word … it is a pure
swing that simply sweeps the ball away, but a very firm crisp sweep indeed.”
An Evening News reporter at the 1908 Australian Open described
Pearce’s golf as “drive, approach, long putt, short putt; nothing ever
seems to get out of order.”
He was in superb touch one day while playing at Albury in country
New South Wales, his round including a hole-in-one at the 180-metre
first hole. Afterwards, his vanquished opponent admitted forlornly,
“I got so wrapped up watching Pearce play I couldn’t concentrate on
the darned game.” Pearce was, though, a mediocre putter.

Photographs show him crouching low over the ball, hands gripping the club well down
the handle. Four comparatively easy (missed) putts cost Pearce his first Australian
Amateur final, against Ernest Gill in 1906.
He began the 1908 Open at The Australian with a course-record 75 and shot the same
score in the second round, but then missed 10 putts he should have made during the
first 18 of 36 holes on the final day.
So upset and confused did Pearce appear during lunch, some observers assumed he was
out of contention. But he regrouped to shoot another 75 — a performance so brave and
precise it probably remained the finest final round in Open history until Norman Von
Nida’s last-day 65 at Royal Melbourne in 1953 (which itself was never challenged as best
ever until Jordan Spieth conquered The Australian in 2014).
Pearce then beat Michael Scott 6-and-5 in the semi-final of the Amateur Championship
and N.F. Christoe 10-and-8 in the final to do the ‘double’.
It was an impressive feat for one so young. What was most remarkable, the Sydney
Morning Herald explained, was that Pearce had been so busy on his brother’s farm he
had not picked up a club all year until he arrived in Sydney three weeks before the Open.
It had been clear since his 18th birthday that Pearce was not just a golfer. In 1906, he
had left Hobart for Corowa, on the Murray River in the Riverina region of southern NSW,
to work on the sheep farm his older brother Roy was managing. Both men joined the
Corowa Golf Club and played when they could; the farm would remain Pearce’s base for
his annual sorties to Australian golf’s championship week until 1910.
In 1911, Pearce enjoyed an extended tour of Britain and Ireland. He was accompanied by
his parents and his younger brother Bruce, an accomplished left-hander and three-time
Tasmanian Amateur champion. At the British Amateur Championships, Pearce was
knocked out by Bernard Darwin, destined to become one of golf’s finest writers, in the
fourth round. Pearce’s one tournament victory came at Peterhead, and he also
impressed in Ireland, most notably during the stroke competition at the Irish Amateur
Open Championship, when he was second in a ‘blizzard’ so dire many of the refreshment
tents at Portmarnock were blown far away.
On his return to Australia, all of 23 years old, he reveals himself as a traditionalist. His
greatest respect was for “old school” players, as he called them, who’d learned the game
using the gutta-percha ball that went out of fashion around the turn of the century.
“They have the better swings,” Pearce said. “The young fellows ‘hit’ more and are
therefore not nearly so certain of their game.”
“Along the Great Southern (railway line) there are a great number of settlers who came
from South Australia and Victoria,” Pearce and another young golfer, the left-handed
1909 Australian Open champion Claude Felstead, were cut from this cloth. The golf
community was stunned to learn in January 1912 that the pair had purchased the
Chybarlis farm — 2,500 acres of sheep and wheat country located between the
townships of Pingelly and Mooterdine in Western Australia, about 160km southeast of
Perth.

Both men signed up as members of the fledgling Pingelly Golf Club, with Pearce joining
the handicapping committee and offering advice on the layout of the new course. But t
Pearce and Felstead were “too busily engaged in their business in the West” to
contemplate playing in any big tournaments. Twelve months later, Pearce did enter the
Western Australian Amateur Championship and the inaugural WA Open, after showing
he was in good form by breaking the course record at the Fremantle and Perth clubs, the
latter by six shots.
Of course, we can never be certain what truly motivated Pearce’s decision to sign up for
the War. The fact he did so just days after the initial landing at Gallipoli suggests it was
more about patriotic duty that any quest for adventure..
For most of 1916, Pearce served in the Middle East. He was quickly promoted to LanceCorporal, but spent time in hospital — at first irritated by an ingrown toenail then laid so
low by cholera. A recommendation for further promotion arrived soon after he returned
to duty and on November 13 he was ordered to proceed to Alexandria, Egypt, from
where he would sail on the Minnewaska to England, to accept a commission as a second
lieutenant, 52nd Battalion. Unfortunately, his journey was interrupted when the
Minnewaska hit a mine laid by a German U-boat off Souda Bay, Crete, and was fortunate
to make it to shore. No lives were lost but the one-time ocean liner was ruined.
On May 10, 1917, the West Australian revealed that Pearce was in France. “Whilst in
Britain (at officer training) he had some golf at Glasgow with some old friends and spent
some days of his leave there,” the paper reported. “He has had a month in the front
line.”
During that month, Pearce was involved in the great struggles at Lagnicourt, Noreuil and
Bullecourt, in France. “No one could have failed to realise what a magnificent officer
your son was,” Lt Col Harold Pope, the 52nd’s commanding officer, would recall of these
conflicts in a letter to Pearce’s father.
“He brought his men out safely from the Messines Ridge on the Sunday morning, had a
good rest, and then led them in again to a more difficult bit of work — a more strenuous
charge. In this he fell, right in the enemy’s barbed wire. He was there among the first at
the head of his men …”
The Australians believed the German wire had been cleared, but this was not always so.
Pearce, at the head of his platoon, became trapped, a sitting duck. His Australian Red
Cross ‘Wounded and Missing Enquiry’ file contains the following accounts:
Corporal Henry Butler: “He was my platoon officer. I saw him killed by machinegun fire,
on the right of Messines. We were on our way over and he got caught in the wire; he was
killed outright — six or so bullets right through him. We went on and gained the
objective. We lost a terrible lot then, owing to the wire not being properly cut.”
“He brought his men out safely from the Messines Ridge on the Sunday morning, had a
good rest, and then led them in again to a more difficult bit of work — a more strenuous
charge. In this he fell, right in the enemy’s barbed wire. He was there among the first at
the head of his men …”
“I saw Lt Pearce lying dead in the field on the 2nd advance in the Messines stunt. He was
within 150 yards of the German trenches, shot through the centre of the forehead.

Mears, another stretcher bearer in A Company and Falkner
in C Company buried him where he was lying. The great
golfer’s last words were ‘I’m all right …’
Clyde Pearce’s death is commemorated at the Menin Gate
Memorial at Ypres, which bears the names of more than
54,000 men whose final resting places are now unknown.
His grieving parents built a memorial to their lost son, by helping to fund the relocation
of the historic Mariners Church — which had been situated on the Hobart waterfront —
to a new site at Sandy Bay, on part of what was (until 1914) the course of the Hobart
Golf Club. A plaque at the ‘new’ Church of St Peter’s, which still stands, remembers Mr
and Mrs Pearce’s noble gesture. The tree planted in 1918 in Pearce’s memory on
Hobart’s Soldiers Memorial Avenue is well maintained.
Elsewhere, as is sport’s way, new heroes emerged and
memories began to fade. From the 1930s, Pearce’s name
appeared occasionally in golf columns but mostly as a
statistical footnote, rarely with any reference to his rare ability
and unique backstory. His enormous courage, exceptional
poise for one so young and remarkable ability to win big
tournaments on a limited preparation was largely forgotten.
This year’s Australian Open will be played almost 108 years to
the day since Lord Kitchener and Clyde Pearce landed at
Gallipoli. This year as part of the Anzac Ceremonies, Australian
golf should pause to remember its greatest hero.
It’s not too late. Lest we Forget
In light of Anzac Day approaching, we can ask:
Will February March? No, but April May
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Man blames fate for all other accidents, but feels personally responsible
when he makes a hole-in-one!.....Bishop Sheen
I’m hitting the woods great, but having a hard time getting out of
them!....Buddy Hackett
It’s good sportsmanship not to pick up lost balls while they’re still
rolling…..Mark Twain
Golf is a game invented by the same people who think music comes out of
bagpipes….Lee Trevino
(thanks for the jokes, Warren…keep ‘em coming!)
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